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factor in the gliding of Ptychozoon is the height from which the

animal launches itself into the air.

Zoological Survey of India,

Calcutta-12, K. K. TIWARI
June 12, 1961.
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13. THE COMMONCALOTESOR BLOODSUCKERLIZARD
[CALOTES VERSICOLOR(DAUDIN)] AS A PREDATOR

OF BIRDS

During the recent (March 1961) Bombay Natural History Society/

World Health Organization Bird Migration work at Wanoti (Bhuj,

Kutch) I twice had occasion to rescue from a Common Calotes or

Bloodsucker Lizard [Calotes versicolor (Daudin)] birds caught in one

of our nets stretched out near a pond. In the first instance it was

a Bluethroat {Erithacus svecicus). Little damage was done as I was

present when the lizard ran along the ground and seized the bird

which was caught low down in the net.

A few days later I heard cries of distress from the same net and

saw that a Calotes had caught a Baya (Ploceus philippinus) in similar

conditions. The bird was bitten on the forehead and the wing but

flew away when released. The lizard, probably the same individual,

was secured and found to be a male measuring 16 inches (405 mm.).
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There do not appear to be many specific records of this lizard

catching birds though I understand that it is commonly known to

take eggs and nestlings of the smaller species.

Bombay Natural History Society,

91, Walkeshwar Road,
'

Bombay 6,

April 27, 1961.

M. J. PEREIRA

14. OCCURRENCEOF THE PHOORSA,ECHIS CARINATA
(SCHNEIDER) ALONGTHE MALABARCOAST

SOUTHOF KARWAR

According to Smith [(1943) fauna of British india, reptilia and

AMPHIBIA 3, SERPENTES] the Phoorsa, Echis carinata (Schneider)

(Malaya) am : Churutta) is a common snake, inhabiting the whole of

India south of the Ganges but absent from Bengal and the coast

strip west of the Western Ghats, south of Karwar. It is well known

as a desert-loving snake. The Bengal and Malabar coasts get an

abundant supply of rain, which would naturally act as a barrier toi

the entry of E. carinata into these areas. However, the snake is not

altogether absent along the Malabar Coast, being fairly common in

arid hilly regions especially from November to March, and rare or

even absent in the plains. One specimen was collected at Devagiri

(300 ft. = 90 m. above sea-level), Calicut, Malabar. Its lepidosis is:

Costals at three head-lengths behind the neck ... 23

Costals at midbody ... ... 25

Costals at three head-lengths in front of the vent 23

Ventral shieMs ... ... 139

Subcaudals (single) ... ... 28

Anal ... ... 1

Department of Zoology,

St. Joseph's College, K. G. ADIYODI
Devagiri, Kovur, Calicut,

March 23, 1961.

[Enquiry at the State Museum and the Zoo at Trivandrum and

Trichur, and the Government Museum, Madras, reveals that they have

no specimens from this area.

—

Eds.]


